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Oops, wrong kiss!
“Give each other a kiss of Christian love when you meet.”1 Peter 5:14 (NCV)

Isn’t it wonderful to serve a God of love, who is not afraid of affection! 
Jesus probably hugged the disciples, especially when they were discour-
aged or weary. People in His culture greeted one another with a kiss.

Europeans give three alternating kisses on the cheeks of close 
friends and family and only one kiss to acquaintances. Since we mainly 
work with immigrants, we deal with many cultures and had to learn 
several different greetings. Our Russian friends give “bear hugs” and 
two kisses, the Africans give three kisses starting on the left and our 
Middle Eastern friends only give kisses to same gender, but three times 
starting on the right! 

At one of the refugee centers, A. would make sure that all the other 
refugees came to welcome us. One day, we started to greet our friends 
with their appropriate kisses. By the time I got to A., I was so confused 
that I forgot to begin my kisses on the left and not the right. I ended 
up kissing him full on the mouth! His face lit up like fireworks, and he 
grinned. I thought, Oh no, he thinks we are engaged! 

A. laughed and said, “My sister and mother used to kiss me all of 
the time. You are like my sister, and it makes me think of my family.” 
Who knew an accidental kiss would allow us to talk about the love of 
Christ? 

However, I try not to make that same mistake again, except with 
my husband!

—Jody, Western Europe

God of love, I praise You for loving us unconditionally. May I show Christian 
love toward others so that they will know Your love. Help me to be attentive 
to visitors at my church, new neighbors, new schoolmates or new work col-
leagues. Let Your love be evident in the lives of missionaries in Western Europe. 
Amen.
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